


Parents Resource

Comprehensions are an integral part of the Grade Three syllabus. Besides teaching the children about new topics and strengthening 
their reading skills, they teach children to read with understanding, analyse what they are reading, process the facts that they have 
read and the ability to answer questions efficiently.

1. Let the learner read the comprehension to you out loud or read it together. He/she may use a ruler and underline any words 
that they do not understand.

2. Read through the questions out loud.
3. Look for the answers to the questions in the paragraph and underline the answers.
4. Write the answers in full sentences copying the spelling correctly.
5. Make sure that the sentences are punctuated when answering.

Marking Comprehensions:

• Please see marks allocation next to questions.
• Most answers in a comprehension will be for 2 marks unless there is more than one answer. 

1 mark will be given for the correct answer.
1 mark will be given for putting it into a full sentence with the correct punctuation and no spelling mistakes. 

• Make sure learners learn the words that they get wrong by discussing, spelling them out loud and doing corrections. 

• If learners get an answer wrong, help them find it in the text and answer the question correctly.



The Woodpecker
Woodpeckers live in wooded shady areas and forests. These colourful birds have chisel-shaped beaks that tap on 
tree trunks and drill holes. Damage is done to trees and sometimes to houses. They do this to prepare a nest and 
also to find food. Woodpeckers are able to tap 20 times per second that is up to 12,000 taps a day. When they tap 
their eyes close to protect them from flying wood chips. They drum on trees to communicate with other 
woodpeckers. They are omnivores and eat nuts, fruit, seeds, tree sap, insect larvae and insects that live in crevices 
in the trunks of trees. 
Their tongues are very long sticky and barbed and measure up to 10 centimeters long, twice the size of the bill.
Most birds have one toe pointing back and three painting forward on each foot. Woodpeckers are different. They 
have four sharp claws, two pointing forward and two pointing backwards. This helps them secure themselves to 
the sides of trees. Their stiff tail feathers assist them in anchoring themselves to the 
trunks of trees. There are more than 180 species of woodpeckers. 
They are found all over the world, except in Australia, New Zealand and Madagascar.



Activity: The Woodpecker.
• The Woodpecker can be found in Super Star English- Grade 3.
• Page 14
• You can either write out the answers in your English book or answer 

directly in your Super Star English book.
• Read the above text and answer the following questions.
• Write the date, day, heading and underline.
• Remember to write in full sentences 

and check your punctuation!
• Rule off when your work is complete.



Questions:
1.    How do woodpeckers do damage? (2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.   How many times per second do they tap? (2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.    Why are their claws different? (2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.   Where do woodpeckers live? (2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.   List four of their favourite foods? (2)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________


