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Writing
This folktale is a circular story. 
It begins and ends  
in the same way.
Use words and pictures to show 
how this story goes in a circle.
Social Studies
Identify Japan on a map.
Find the capital  
and two other cities.
Tell a partner which oceans  
or seas are around Japan.
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Long ago there lived  

a poor stonecutter in Japan . 

Every day, he cut stone  

from a mountain. 

The stonecutter was proud  

of his work. 

He was very happy. 

The Stonecutter • Level H 4

One day, he saw a merchant. 

The merchant had  

many beautiful things. 

The stonecutter was sad. 

He did not have any beautiful things. 
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“I wish I were a merchant,”  

he whispered. 

The spirit of the mountain  

heard him. 

Poof! 

He became a merchant. 
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A month went by. 

One day, he saw the emperor. 

The emperor had beautiful clothes. 

The stonecutter was sad. 

He did not have such  

beautiful clothes. 



7

“I wish I were the emperor,” he said. 

The spirit of the mountain  

heard him. 

Poof! 

He became the emperor. 
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Two months went by. 

One day, he saw the Sun  

shining brightly. 

Again, the stonecutter was sad.

The Sun was stronger than he was. 
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“I wish I were the Sun,” he cried. 

Poof! 

He became the Sun. 
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Then wind blew a cloud  

over the Sun. 

The stonecutter grew angry. 
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“I want to be the wind,” he yelled. 

Poof! 

The stonecutter became the wind,  

but he was stil l angry. 

He could not blow  

the mountain around. 
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“I want to be a mountain!”  

he screamed. 

Poof! 

He became a mountain. 
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The next day, he felt something  

cut into his side. 

It was a stonecutter. 
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“I want to be a stonecutter again,” 

he wept. 

Poof! 
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He became a stonecutter. 

He was very happy. 

The Stonecutter • Level H 16

Glossary
emperor (n.) a man who rules  

an empire (p. 6)

Japan (n.) an island nation 
east of China in the 
Pacific Ocean (p. 3)

merchant  
(n.)

a person who buys, 
trades, or sells goods 
(p. 4)

spirit (n.) a supernatural being 
(p. 5)

stonecutter  
(n.)

a person who cuts or 
shapes stone (p. 3)

wept (v.) past tense of weep; 
to cry, often because 
of a feeling of deep 
sadness (p. 14)


